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ness came on apace, and  no  Indians appeared. . . . J
suspected myself to be abandoned and forsaken in the most
desolate part of this wild country; where, as I had been
well informed, were no inhabitants for some hundreds of
miles round me.    At first I knew not what would become
of me, nor indeed whether I thought at all; but when I
reflected on the constant good nature of these people in
general,  I could not think these capable of so great a
cruelty,  as voluntarily to   leave  me   thus destitute and
alone, surrounded with terrors, and exposed to a variety
of sufferings; so that, I began to fear they had been sur-
prised and devoured by some wild beasts; which imme-
diately ushered in a hope, that perhaps, they were only
detained by them (the jaguars), as we had been before
in the tree, and that if so, I should certainly see them
again in the morning.    Thus between hopes and fears I
spent that night; but as soon as the sun arose, not having
patience to wait longer, I got up, and followed the tracks
of their feet for above a mile, till I came to a great river,
where I lost them.     Then concluding they had crossed
this river, I resolved to do so too in farther search after
them; but hearing a great noise of tigers (jaguars)1 on
the other side, and knowing they vrould enter fresh water,
I ran full speed back again to my fire by the seaside,
where I sat waiting two whole days and nights afterwards,
earnestly offering up my vows for their safe return; but,
alas! never more did I set eyes on them,

"Thus after a long series of misfortunes and miseries
in company, did I find myself at last singled out from all

i Throughout Cockburn's narrative "tiger", of course, stands for jaguar* Tbis
feature is always called tiger by the Spanish Americans (jaguar is a Brazilian word),
and in parts of central and northern South America it grows to the size of a small
tiger. The jaguar type originated in eastern Asia from much the same stock as that
which produced tiger, lion, and leopard.